Glad tidings study-part-2

(B) POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION

The Bible makes reference to many kinds of power in the universe. There is the power of nations [Esther 1:3]; the sword [Job 5:20]; speech [Proverbs 18:21]; animals [Dan. 6:27]; angels [Rom.8:38]; civil government [Tit. 3:1]; Satan and his hosts [Luke 10:19; Acts 26:18; Eph. 2:2; 6:12; Col. 2:15], and other powers. Over all, however, is the power of the one true God!

The power of God is seen in creation [Rom. 1:20]; the mainterance of creation [Heb. 1:3]; the supervision of society [Rom. 13:1]; and the control and disposition of Satan and his followers. In the gospel we see the power of God active to effect salvation to “everyone that believeth.” “The gospel is the omnipotence of God operative unto salvation.” There is no problem in believing what can be done in salvation when one remembers it is done by THE POWER OF GOD!” “SALVATION IS
OF THE LORD!”

SALVATION is a comprehensive word which involves all that God does in bringing believing sinners from where they are in their lostness to ultimate perfection in God. We are saved [I Cor. 1:18]; we are being saved [Phil. 2:12, 13]; and we are yet to be saved [Rom. 13:11]. This wonderful and total salvation is the gospel message which Paul expounds in this epistle. He shows how we are saved in justification, being saved in sanctification, and yet to be saved in glorification.
(C) TO EVERYONR THAT BELIEVETH

Faith is one of the great words in Romans. The power of God unto salvation is effective only in those who believe. As we shall learn later, there is a power of God unto wrath inflicted on those who do not believe. It is important, therefore, to understand what is meant by believing since this is the means whereby the sinner releases God’s saving power into his life.


Not only is faith the alone basis of salvation, it is also universally applicable. There is not one means of salvation for the Jew and another for the Gentile. All men are equally shut up to faith. There are no national priorities. Thus, instead of God’s ancient people who were recruited by birth and Abrahamic descent, Paul sees a new people arising, formed of all the individuals who perform the personal act of faith, whatever the nation to which they belong.

(D) FOR THEREIN IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REVEALED

The gospel is the good news about God’s saving grace offered to undeserving sinners. ALL men are sinners, therefore, ALL men are unrighteous. “Righteousness” always means “conformity to right.” No man has attained, or can attain to such conformity. In the gospel is revealed the way whereby unrighteous men can receive the gift of righteousness and be declared righteous before a righteous God. This indeed is GOOD NEWS.

Faith is the principle through which righteousness is received and experienced. It is faith to faith. It is a crisis and a process. The Roman epistle shows how righteousness is received by faith in justification and experienced by faith in sanctfiication. It is received by faith; it continually depends upon faith; it produces faith; and it ends with faith. By faith we give ourselves completely to the power of God unto salvation which is able to do the saving. Salvation is of the Lord fom beginning to end.

Indeed, the just shall live by faith. This great principle was established by the prophet Habakkuk, in the gospel of God declares men righteous through the power of the indwelling Spirit and all of this is available to faith.
